Donald Trump
Weapons

And

Nuclear

WASHINGTON – Casual talk about nuclear weapons and their
possible use is not recommended. Likewise, tough remarks about
not being outspent by opponents on nuclear weapons procurement
and deployments may create anxiety and fears about “arms
races” and a path to war within the general public; but they
do not amount to a clearly delineated new nuclear strategy.
Modernize U.S. nuclear weapons
I would not try to over interpret general statements made by
President-elect Donald Trump on matters pertaining to the U.S.
nuclear arsenal and possible policy changes, as for the moment
they are not accompanied by a specific new policy agenda.
That said, here is what President-elect Donald Trump could say
and do about the American nuclear arsenal, if his purpose
were, as I hope, to reaffirm the long-standing U.S. policy
whereby peace is ensured by a robust and always credible
American nuclear arsenal that can and will be used in case of
an attack.
In a word, nuclear deterrence works only if America
demonstrates that it has both the tools, (state of the art
nuclear weapons, ready to be launched), and the determination
to retaliate, (this is about the ability to convey to all
potential enemies that America has and will have the political
will to retaliate, under all circumstances, no exceptions).
because of all of the above, President-elect trump could
declare that America will continue to invest in the
modernization of its nuclear triad (strategic bombers, land
based
intercontinental
ballistic
missiles,
and
ballistic missiles based on submarines). He could justify this
policy by arguing that a modern, up to date nuclear arsenal is

also a reliable arsenal. (Hence the recent decision made by
the Obama administration to finally procure a new generation
of strategic bombers in order to replace dangerously old
B-52s).
The importance of Command and Control
Furthermore, he could add that, in order to ensure continued
reliability of its nuclear forces under any scenarios, the
U.S. will continue to invest in all aspects of Command,
Control, Communications and Intelligence regarding U.S.
nuclear weapons.
This is all about the goal of conveying to our adversaries
that America’s nuclear deterrent will always be a viable
option in any and all situations. Even under the most
catastrophic scenarios, there will always be a surviving,
legitimate Commander in Chief in full control of all
U.S. nuclear weapons. Even if the President and Vice President
and other national security leaders down the chain of command
were killed by terror attacks, a legitimate U.S. National
Command Authority will always survive, fully prepared to
retaliate massively against any aggressor.
Always prepared
So, here is the simple message to any hostile power: Never
count on America to be caught unprepared by a surprise attack.
Never count on any scenario in which America would surrender
without retaliating. Massive retaliation will always be U.S.
policy. Therefore, count on the certainty that disastrous
losses will be inflicted on any attacker. Swift and
devastating “massive retaliation” will always follow any
attack against America. Therefore: “Do not even think about
it”.
Invest in ballistic missile defense
Moreover, a Trump administration should focus on the creation

of credible ballistic missile defenses. The U.S. standing
policy based on a credible nuclear deterrent and the
determination to use it should work against major nuclear
powers (think Russia or China) that (supposedly) will always
act rationally. But it may not work vis-a-vis an
unpredictable nuclear armed North Korea or Iran (should Iran
eventually get its own nuclear weapons).
Hence the need to protect America with robust missile defenses
capable of intercepting and destroying incoming North
Korean nuclear armed missiles before they reach U.S. soil. As
odd as this may sound, America at this time has a very limited
number of interceptors. They are woefully inadequate to
guarantee our security against rogue nuclear powers that
cannot be deterred by the threat of massive retaliation.
Reliable nuclear weapons reinforce stability
Should president Trump announce such policy objectives, they
should be interpreted by all observers –domestic and foreign–
as reassuring. America will continue to rely on its nuclear
deterrent. However, for such a deterrent to be credible, and
therefore for nuclear weapons to act as a stabilizing
force, it has to be modernized, in order to guarantee its
reliability, resilience and survival under any scenarios.
Obsolete weapons create instability
Indeed, although this may not be immediately apparent to the
lay person, a neglected, semi-obsolete nuclear arsenal,
accompanied by a weak Command and Control system that may
break down under severe stress is dangerous and destabilizing.
Whereas a state of the art force that is always ready
and reliable and always controllable by a legitimate
National Command Authority creates stability.
Keep the peace
A robust Command, Control and Communications system, capable

of withstanding the shock of a massive surprise attack will
guarantee that under any scenarios a competent and fully
empowered authority in Washington will always be in total
control over America’s nuclear forces.
There will be no surprises
The sum total of all these policies regarding the continuous
modernization of U.S. nuclear weapons would be to convince any
and all adversaries that they should rule out any scenarios
under which America may be caught by surprise and
therefore not follow through on its promise to retaliate. The
U.S. main policy objective here is to convince all enemies
that there is no “war winning scenario” against America.
Therefore, when it comes to dealings with an America always
armed and ready to retaliate, peace is the best option.

