
Trump Takes U.S. Out of Paris
Accord on Climate
WASHINGTON – U.S. coal miners and out of work factory workers:
this is for you! President Donald Trump publicly announced
that the U.S. will withdraw from the Paris Climate Accord that
his Democratic predecessor, Barack Obama, promoted and warmly
endorsed. Trump’s argument against the Paris deal is that it
will  penalize  the  American  coal  mining  industry,  and  the
overall American economy in the short term, with only vague
hopes of somewhat lower world temperatures, way down the line.

Bad deal for America

As Trump sees it, this is a bad deal for America; and so the
right thing is to get out of it. Sticking to the obligations
created by the Accord would amount to enacting the equivalent
of a huge energy tax on the US economy, because compliance
with new, strict emission controls (in order to limit the
amounts of greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere) will
be very expensive.

As a candidate, Trump promised that he would withdraw from
this climate deal, and now that he is President he is doing
it. We know that his close advisers are divided on this issue.
His daughter Ivanka and son in law Jared Kushner, along with
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, recommended not withdrawing.
Still, in the end Trump sides with the opponents.

What does this mean? 

That said, from a practical standpoint, America’s exit, at
least in the short term, will not amount to any worsening of
the global climate. Indeed, the Paris Accord, if all goes
well,  promises  only  modest  progress  on  lowering  the
temperature of the world, and only after many years. And this
will happen only if we assume that all the other participants
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will actually do what they promised to do in terms of enacting
new policies aimed at lowering their consumption of fossil
fuels, this way reducing greenhouse gases emissions. Do keep
in mind that the Paris Accord has no enforcement mechanism.
The commitments made by the signatories are purely voluntary.
In the case of China, the world’s biggest polluter, Beijing is
theoretically bound to implement new policies several years
from now.

Political consequences 

Still, Trump’s decision on this rather emotional issue has had
immediate  political  consequences.  From  the  stand  point  of
other nations, particularly the leaders of the G 7 Trump just
met in Taormina, Italy, this amounts to America choosing to go
it alone, openly dissenting from a global consensus on the
global  threats  to  the  earth  created  by  the  unrestrained
consumption of fossil fuels.

U.S. no longer leading 

In the short and medium term, this means that America is no
longer leading the world on a critical policy issue,  As most
world leaders see it, America has now retreated in its narrow
universe  characterized  by  a  bizarre  anti-science  fixation
pursued by a strange president who is “anti everything”.

Anti-everything Trump

Indeed, Trump is so anti-immigrant and xenophobic that he
wants to build a wall along the entire border with Mexico.

Furthermore, according to the now widely accepted narrative,
this is a president who is openly against free trade, against
the EU, against NATO, and against Muslims, (sort of). Given
all this, Trump being also against joint international efforts
aimed at stopping and hopefully reversing climate change is
disappointing; but not surprising. This new development fits
the now accepted narrative.



America is no longer leading. Trump’s America has retreated
behind a myopic worldview of narrow self-interest.

From  the  standpoint  of  old  friends  and  allies,  Trump’s
announcement on exiting the Paris Accord is yet another (sad)
sign that America is no longer the “Leader of the free World”.

In fact, even before this new development on the Paris Accord,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel had already publicly argued
that it is time for Europe to think of and plan for a future
without close ties to the U.S., since Trump’s America is no
longer a reliable friend.

Political symbolism 

Again, keep in mind that all this is mostly about political
symbolism.  It  will  take  four  years  for  America  to  fully
extricate itself from the obligations contracted under the
Paris Accord. This is fairly long time. And again, keep in
mind that under the terms of this Paris deal, major polluters
like China and India have modest obligations when it comes to
reducing their own emissions that will kick in much later.
Which is to say that you should not expect world temperatures
to start rising tomorrow, simply because today President Trump
announced that America will pull out in four years.

No gain 

However, as indicated above, this decision is not without
political consequences. In the end, all this is will amount to
an  additional  loss  of  international  prestige  for  Trump’s
America.

With  all  this  in  mind,  whatever  you  may  think  about  the
intrinsic policy value of the Paris Accord, it would have been
better for Washington to be part of it, as opposed to becoming
now a big pariah in the eyes of the world.

Trump is talking to his base 



Well, then why did he do it? Very simple.

Trump’s  narrow  concern  here  is  to  reassure  his  domestic
political base –the millions of Americans who voted for him
last November. This base includes out of work coal miners and
people displaced by the closure of old manufacturing plants.

Trump’s message to them is that his job is to revive the
American  economy.  If  this  means  heavy  reliance  on  dirty
energy, so be it. Out of work factory workers want money to
pay their bills. They do not care about the fate of polar
bears or about extreme weather phenomena in Africa. And they
do not care about rising sea levels.

Finally, dire scenarios of New York City and Miami under water
in just a few years (because of the rapid melting of the Polar
Caps) are definitely a hoax –at least according to Trump and
his supporters.

 


