
Oprah For President?
WASHINGTON  –  Oprah  for  President?  Yes,  after  her  recent
Hollywood speech this is now a distinctly possible scenario
for the 2020 presidential contest. Well, are we to conclude
that America has gone mad? Are we going to see a presidential
contest between highly polarizing former developer and reality
TV  star  Donald  Trump  and  Oprah,  the  much  loved  queen  of
inspiring TV talk shows? Is this what Americans want? To be
led by entertainers with only vague knowledge about public
policy issues and the complicated art of government?

Systemic failure 

The answer is: may be so. Well, how did we get to this point?
Very  simple.  “The  Establishment”,  both  Democrats  and
Republicans,  pounded  and  demonized  during  the  2016
presidential  campaign,  was  and  still  is  completely
discredited.  And  rightfully  so,  since  it  has  failed.
Miserably.

Far from being the expression of a self-confident, forward
looking Republic,  America’s political leadership –the elected
Senators and Congressmen– is composed mostly of small minded,
often ignorant and risk averse, pros who long ago lost sight
of the purpose of government: preserve liberty, protect the
Nation,  ensure  the  administration  of  justice,  and  deliver
critical services in a fair manner, and at a reasonable cost
to the American taxpayers.

Government is not working 

Just a few examples. Washington can no longer perform even
basic, fundamental operations. The Congress cannot create and
pass  sensible  federal  budgets  within  the  established  time
lines.  We  limp  along  from  stop-gap  to  stop-gap  through
“continuing  resolutions”,  gimmicks  that  secure  funding  for
government agencies, without however any serious debates about
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strategies, priorities and goals.

The elected leaders in Congress reflexively focus on their own
narrow  parochial  issues  –in  order  to  please  their
constituents, this way paving the way to their own reelection–
while disregarding the progressive deterioration of America’s
public finances.

Colossal fiscal mismanagement

Indeed, lacking any serious policy debate about a proper and
fair  rebalancing  of  revenue  and  public  expenditures,
especially on vast and growing entitlement programs, (Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid), the federal government spends
all it gets from taxes and mindlessly borrows the rest. The
net  outcome  of  this  systemic  and  now  colossal  fiscal
mismanagement is a gigantic and growing U.S. federal debt: $
20 trillion and counting. At some point this monster will eat
us up. And yet, this impending public debt calamity is hardly
mentioned at all in current Washington policy debates.

No serious discussion about critical issues 

Indeed serious issues with a huge impact on federal spending,
such  as  the  need  for  a  serious  reformulation  of  major
entitlement programs, so that the elderly and the truly needy
are  covered,  while  the  federal  government  secures  the
necessary  revenue  to  finance  these  current  and  projected
outlays, are left untouched.

Grotesque realities such as our astronomic health care costs
–the  highest  among  all  rich  countries–  and  our  bad  and
declining health statistics, are not part of the national
conversation.

Last  but  least,  our  chronically  under  performing  public
education system is only occasionally mentioned. Apparently
the fact that almost half of all young Americans –especially
the  poor  and  minorities–  grow  up  and  get  into  the  world



without a modicum of knowledge and skills that would give them
a fair chance to get good jobs and move up in our society is
of no importance for our elected leaders sent to Washington to
serve the Republic.

Inept leaders 

Simply stated, the professional politicians who are supposedly
in  charge,  are  mostly  mediocre  people,  if  not  completely
inept. They lack vision, intelligence, and the courage to deal
with complicated problems. They simply do not know how to mind
the store.

When the pros fail, Americans looks at outsiders 

Well, no wonder then that millions of unhappy Americans turned
somewhere else for help. In 2016 they tried Donald Trump. In
2020 they may want to try Oprah. Will she run? Can she be
elected? Who knows.

But if these –Donald or Oprah– are the possible leaders that
America wants to choose from, as opposed to the pros that
supposedly know how to run a modern Republic, it is because
the pros have proven that they cannot do it. As simple as
that.


